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How to use  
Switched on Science  
in the Early Years
Children make fantastic scientists because they 
have naturally inquisitive and creative minds. The 
Switched on Science in the Early Years teaching 
units, accompanying online resources (available on 
My Rising Stars) and posters have been created 
specifically for practitioners working with young 
children in Foundation Stage. Each unit provides 
engaging, quality science experiments to harness 
curiosity and develop children’s scientific ability and 
personal development.

The Early Years Framework

This is at the heart of teaching and learning in 
Foundation Stage. The framework is an integral part 
of this resource and the activities cover the prime 
areas and Early Learning Goals. The activities in this 
book are suggestions and should be used alongside 
the practitioner’s personal observations of each 
individual child’s interests, personal learning styles 
and developmental stages. 

Using the units

Switched on Science in the Early Years promotes 
thoughtful, well-planned learning through play and 
the children learn mainly through independent choice. 
The flow of the activities in each unit begins with an 
Introductory Activity, followed by a choice of Focussed 
Explorations and Free-flow Explorations. Finally, there 
is a section to extend learning. While the activities in 
each unit might appear to suggest a sequence, it is 
essential that you look through the activities and think 
about the best way to use them with your children. 
Follow the children’s lead when they become fascinated 
with something in order to direct their experience and 
understanding. You may also choose to use a popular 
story or a theme as a base for the unit. 

Using the setting

This book offers flexibility, and we would encourage 
you to respond to children’s interests and use the 
activities as part of providing a setting that is rich with 

motivating opportunities extending across all  
areas, so that there are:

•  opportunities for children to generate ideas  
and initiate activity

•  contexts for learning linked to everyday  
experiences

•  opportunities for children to develop personal 
independence.

Questioning and assessment

‘I wonder ... ’ statements are used throughout  
this resource to scaffold dialogue between 
practitioner and child, encouraging reflection  
and decision making. When using the activities  
you will know when to observe and listen, and  
how to extend children’s experiences by using 
statements and questions to challenge and extend. 
Assessment forms an integral part of this book.  
Each unit covers a range of Early Learning Goals and  
contains clear guidance on how to link an activity  
to characteristics of effective learning. 

Timings

There is a lot of flexibility built into how you  
choose to use this book; you may devote several 
weeks to a single unit or dip into units to use one 
or two activities. You may find that the children’s 
engagement is higher if you are prepared to be  
flexible about the timings. For example, one of  
the authors introduced the ‘Frozen’ topic to her  
class in response to their fascination with reindeer; 
although the plan was to spend four weeks on  
the topic, their explorations lasted from Christmas 
until Easter!

Some units, such as ‘Whatever the Weather’  
and ‘Food of the Seasons’, will work best if  
revisited throughout the year alongside other  
topics. Although it is likely that you will find  
yourself using some material from all of the units,  
you will probably only explore four or five topics  
in depth over the school year. 
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1 Unit summary

In this unit children extend their experience of a range of liquids and semi-liquids. They naturally use their 
senses to explore and find unusual textures. Children are fascinated by substances that do not behave as 
expected and are keen to explore their properties. 

Slimy Things2

Science learning
In this unit, children experience a range of liquids  
and semi-liquids, helping them to understand 
differences in consistency and how they behave,  
e.g. how runny (viscous) they are. By offering  
children two different substances simultaneously  
they have the opportunity to compare similarities  
and differences.

Science for practitioners
Solids and liquids have different properties: liquids 
can flow and take the shape of the container they  
are poured into, while solids keep their shape.  
Sand can confuse because an individual sand grain is 
a solid piece of rock but sand grains together  
flow like liquids.

Mixing some materials together can make each one 
feel different, so putting sand and washing-up liquid 
together changes the feel of the sand from being very 
coarse to like a mousse.

Science progression
In this unit, children begin to develop their 
understanding of different materials, cause and 
effect and their ability to observe similarities and 
differences. This provides a foundation for further 
learning in Key Stage 1, where children identify and 
compare materials and find out how materials can be 
changed by physical forces.

Switched on Science links
•  Key Stage 1, Year 2, Topic 2 – Materials Monster

Communication and Language
Work with small groups to develop discussion about 
the different substances, challenge children to listen 
to descriptions from others and encourage children  
to use new words. Invite them to suggest what  
might happen, e.g. when water is added.

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development
Some children still avoid new experiences as 
well as those that are ‘mucky’. This unit provides 
opportunities for children to develop personal  

self-confidence in new situations, so that in science 
children are confident to try new activities and say 
why they like some activities more than others.  
This unit also helps to develop aspects of  
personal, social and emotional development 
important to science such as patience, tenacity  
and perseverance.

Physical Development
Talk to children about working as scientists, including 
working safely. For example, children cannot ‘eat’ 
things in science unless the adult says it is safe and 
they know to wash hands when finished.

Literacy 
One very effective way to value and encourage 
children to share language and see it written is  
to use a portable whiteboard. As children talk about  
the different slimy things, write their word down with 
their name underneath. Children very quickly catch  
on and begin to demand that the adult writes their 
words down, and try to read out their own words.

Mathematics
Children can count spoonfuls of the ‘slime’, as well  
as measuring half or double amounts, e.g. when 
sharing with other children in the group. 

Understanding the World
Children develop their knowledge of similarities and 
differences in relation to a range of different materials 

and their features/properties. They make  
observations of substances and talk about  
changes, e.g. when water is added to dry  
materials such as tapioca.

Encourage children to choose which technology 
could be used to record changes, such as  
a camera, video and audio recording.

Expressive Arts and Design
Use Babette Cole’s book The Slimy Book to  
fuel children’s imagination to use a range of 
substances to create their own slime. Take a 
photograph or video clip with the children  
showing what the slime is like. They could  
represent their own ideas and feelings  
by creating their own sentence.

Specific areas

Resources 

Bowls, Camera, Corn flour, Couscous, Crazy Foam, 
Fine-grained sand, Fork, Green hair gel, Jelly moulds, 
Potato masher, Rolling pins, Semolina, Shaving foam, 
Sieves, Spoons, Tapioca, Washing-up liquid, Whisks, 
Witch’s cauldron.

Websites and books 

The Slimy Book – Babette Cole

The Smelly Book – Babette Cole

The Silly Slimy Smelly Hairy Book – Babette Cole

Once-upon-a-slime, a garden tale about Max and ... 
three slugs – Fiona Woodhead and Howard Bouche

Don’t Eat Your Slime – Marc Wileman

Key vocabulary  

Change, Different, Dry, Expand, Hard, Liquid, Material, 
Mix, Ooze, Pour, Runny, Same, Similar, Slimy, Slippery, 
Soak, Soft, Squash, Thick, Water, Wet.

Home science links
Informing parents and carers of the nature and 
reasoning behind the ‘Slimy Things’ topic gives them 
the opportunity to try out some of the activities or 
read the stories with children. Offer suggestions, for 
example to buy children’s bath products that change  
in the bath or products such as foam so that children 
can further explore these materials. Some parents 
and carers might be brave enough to encourage 
children to create their own slime concoctions.

Health and safety

When using the substances in this unit you  
should check with parents for children with  
skin allergies. Only use water when mixing  
foodstuffs such as tapioca and semolina.  
Make sure children know not to touch their  
eyes when using slimy substances.
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Using the sections in this book

1.  Unit summary – A quick overview of the purpose 
and content of the unit.

2.  Science learning – Explains the intended science 
learning to be developed with children.

3.  Science for practitioners – Offers specific science 
background knowledge for teachers and support staff.

4.  Science progression – Suggests how the science 
learning in this unit lays the foundation for learning 
in later primary years.

5.  Switched on Science links – Identifies links for 
progression in the Switched on Science Key Stage 1 
materials.

6.  Prime areas – Offers suggestions for following 
the areas essential for the healthy development 
and future learning of children: Communication 
and language, Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development, Physical Development.

7.  Specific areas – Offers suggestions for the specific 
areas which help children develop learning in the 
following areas: Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding 
the World, Expressive Arts and Design.

8.  Resources – Provides a list of the main resources 
required for the unit. Additional resources and 
activities can be downloaded from My Rising Stars 
(www.risingstars-uk.com). 

9.  Websites and books – Contains suggestions  
for children’s books and useful websites. Full 
website links are available on My Rising Stars.

10.  Key vocabulary – Aims to support practitioners 
by suggesting key words to use with children. 

11.  Home science links – Activities designed  
to encourage parents to use and extend  
children’s experiences in science beyond  
the school.

12.  Health and safety – Issues relating to health 
and safety are highlighted. You are advised to 
refer to your copy of: ASE Be Safe 4th Edition 
(9780863574269) available from the Association 
for Science Education website or log on to the 
CLEAPSS website.

13.  Introductory activity – Suggests ways in which 
you could introduce children to a topic, e.g. 
reading a story, introducing a character.

14.  Focussed exploration – Teacher-directed 
activities focussing on specific ideas and ways of 
working in science.

15.  Free-flow exploration – Suggestions for free-
flow exploration activities where children are in 
control and can lead their learning.

16.  Taking it further – Suggestions for additional 
activities to further extend learning and challenge 
more able children.

17.  Characteristics of effective learning – 
Suggestions to illustrate where the activities  
link to learning.

18.  Early learning goals – Links each of the  
Early Learning Goals to the activities that  
promote that learning. The table on the following 
page shows which activities in each unit cover  
the 17 Early Learning Goals.

10

11

12

8

1514

3 Explorations

Ensure that children have lots of resources that they would usually use in water such as sieves, pipes, 
funnels, water wheels and plastic containers for pouring, so that they can experience how different some 
of the substances are when compared with water. 

Free-flow exploration

Activity 1 – Slime Lab
Create a ‘slime lab’ where children can wear  
science goggles and a white lab coat (old shirt  
cut to size). Provide equipment for them to use,  
e.g. a water tray, pipettes and test tubes. Lay  
out a range of different substances such as soap  
flakes, shaving foam, instant snow and small 
containers with Kinetic Sand, dry Weetabix and  
water for children to experiment with.

You could include a pestle and mortar so that  
they can grind, for example, coffee granules,  
leaves and petals to make their own slimy 
concoction. Open exploration of new substances  
is crucial for children, allowing them to move  
at their own pace from wondering ‘what is  
this?’ to exploring the properties of different  
substances. 

Focussed exploration 

Activity 1 – Slimy Stuff 
In this unit depending on the substance, you could 
offer children a water tray full of a substance or 
smaller quantities in a bowl or container. Provide 
children with cornflour and water to play with and 
explore, which once mixed behaves very differently. 

Take the role of a novice, engaging in discussion  
with children by saying, ‘I wonder … ?’ ‘What will 
happen if I stir it?’ ‘How I can make it change?’.

Each time, follow with ‘Can you show me?’ and  
then follow the children’s lead. Talk with children 
about how the mixture changes, using words such 
as runny, thick, consistency, firm, fluid, liquid so that 
children begin to hear these science-related words 
alongside their experiences. Encourage children to 
explore adding more cornflour or water, keeping 
the original mixture alongside so that children can 
compare similarities and differences.

Activity 2 – Changing Foodstuffs
Each of these foodstuffs (couscous, semolina, tapioca, 
Weetabix or any others you want to try) will need to be 
cooked according to the packet instructions and left to 
cool before children use them; never use milk, simply 
add water to create the texture you want. Each of 
these foodstuffs provides an opportunity for children 

to experience it dry and then when cooked or soaked. 
Give children small bowlfuls of each substance to 
observe using their senses and make comparisons 
between them. Model a range of scientific vocabulary, 
such as change, different, dry, expand, hard, pour, 
same, similar, soak, soft, wet.

Activity 3 – Sand Foam and Sand Mousse
Children can make sand foam and sand mousse 
quickly and easily: the sand mousse is simply 
washing-up liquid whisked with fine play sand, and 
sand foam is made by mixing sand and shaving foam.
The key science ideas here are observing similarities, 
differences and changes brought about by mixing 
things together. For this reason, don’t give children 
the substances pre-made, but in separate containers 
and engage children in the following sequence.

Let children feel and describe the sand, pour and  
stir it using small containers. Repeat with the 
washing-up liquid. Encourage comparative  
language such as gritty, rough, scratchy, flows,  
pours, soft, sticky and squidgy. Make the sand 
mousse and ask children questions such as ‘I wonder 
‘What the sand mousse feels like now’ ‘Why does 
it feel silky and not rough’ ‘If we could get the sand 
back out of the mousse?’.

Taking it further

In this activity you could get children to apply what 
they know about different materials by asking children 
to make a brand new slime and decide what their 
slime will be like, for example, thick, runny and sticky. 
Perhaps they might want to make a slime that goes 

hard, oozes, is runny or thick. Challenge children 
to name their slime, describe its properties and 
present it for other children to experience. They could 
comment on the slime and what they like about it and 
find out if they can paint using their slime. 

Introductory activity

You could begin by reading Babette Cole’s  
The Slimy Book, which shows different slimy things 
and helps to introduce a wonderful range of language. 
Take photographs of the children exploring different 

substances, or support children to take their own. 
These could be used to create a ‘Slimy Things’ Class Big 
Book or Floorbook – children can write words to record 
their experiences or tell to an adult to scribe for them.

4 Characteristics of effective learning

Playing and exploring

•  Children can use their senses to explore slime.  
They are curious and engage with the activity, 
showing interest in what happens to the substance.

•  Children can take part in role play in the  
slime lab, initiating activities and acting out  
their experiences of slime with other children.

Active learning

•  Children can focus on the activity for long periods 
of time and pay attention to details of how the 
substance looks, feels, sounds and smells.

•  Children can problem solve when making their  
own slime, persisting when, e.g. it does not  
work and problem solving to achieve what  
they want.

Creating and thinking critically

•  Children can make links between cause and  
effect when adding sand and washing-up  
liquid together and notice changes. 

•  Children can test out their ideas about different 
substances, and make predictions about what  
will happen.

Early learning goals
ELG 1 Listening & Attention: All activities; ELG 2 Understanding: All activities; ELG 3 Speaking: All activities; 
ELG 4 Moving & Handling: All activities; ELG 5 Health & Self-care: All activities; ELG 6 Self-confidence &  
Self-awareness: All activities; ELG 7 Managing Feelings & Behaviour: All activities; ELG 8 Making 
Relationships: All activities; ELG 9 Reading: Introductory activity; ELG 10 Writing: Introductory activity;  
ELG 11 Numbers: Free-flow exploration 1; ELG 12 Shape, Space & Measure: Free-flow exploration 1;  
ELG 13 People & Communities: Introductory activity; ELG 14 The World: All activities; ELG 15 Technology: 
Introductory activity; ELG 16 Exploring & Using Media & Materials: Taking it further; ELG 17 Being Imaginative: 
Free-flow exploration 1.
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http://www.cleapss.org.uk
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Early Learning Goals 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

1 – Listening & Attention All All All All
All, especially 

Focussed 2 & 4
All All All All

All, especially 
Focussed 2 & 5

All All
All, especially 
Free-flow 1 

All All All All All

2 – Understanding All All All All
All, especially 

Focussed 2 & 4 
and Free-flow 2

All All All Focussed 2 All All All All All All All All All

3 – Speaking All All All All
All, especially 

Focussed 2 & 4
All All All Focussed 2 All All All All All All Focussed 1 All All

4 – Moving &  
Handling

All Focussed All All Focussed 1 Focussed 5 All
Free-flow 1,  

Physical 
Development 

N/A All
Focussed 3 & 4, 

Free-flow 1

Focussed 1, 
Taking it further, 

Free-flow 2

Focussed 3,  
Free-flow 2

Preparing fruit 
and vegetables is 
a valuable context 
for improving fine 

motor skills

Focussed 2 All Focussed 2 Focussed 3
Focussed 1 & 2, 

Free-flow 1, 2 & 3

5 – Health &  
Self-care

All All All Focussed 1
Introductory 
activity and 
Focussed 3

Focussed 1 & 2 N/A
Health and  

safety
Introductory 

activity
Focussed 3 N/A

All activities 
requiring children 

to go outside
All

All activities, 
especially 

Focussed 2
N/A Focussed 1 & 2 Focussed 1

Focussed 1 & 2, 
Free-flow 1 & 2

6 – Self-confidence  
& Self-awareness

All All All All
All, especially 

Focussed 2 & 4
All All All All All

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

section

All, especially 
Free-flow 
activities

All of the 
activities where 

they taste 
different foods

All All
Focussed 3, 
Free-flow 1

All All

7 – Managing Feelings  
& Behaviour

All free-flow All All All All Free-flow All Free-flow Free-flow 1 All All free-flow Focussed 2 Focussed 2
All, especially 
Focussed 3

All All All Focussed 1 & 2
All activities, 

especially  
Free-flow 1

All Free-flow

8 – Making 
Relationships

All free-flow All All
All activities, 

especially 
cooking

All Free-flow All Free-flow Free-flow 1 All All Free-flow

All, especially 
Introductory 
activity and 
Focussed 2

Free-flow 1
All activities, 

especially 
Focussed 3

All
All activities, 

especially  
Free-flow 1

All Free-flow 1
All activities, 

especially  
Free-flow 1

All Free-flow

9 – Reading All focussed 
Introductory 

activity
Introductory 

activity

Introductory 
activity,  

Focussed 1
Free-flow 1

Introductory 
activity,  

Focussed 4,  
Free-flow 1

Focussed 2 Free-flow 1
Introductory 

activity
Focussed 4

Introductory 
activity

N/A All Focussed 4
Introductory 

activity,  
Focussed 1

N/A N/A
Introductory 

activity, Focussed 
1 & 2, Free-flow 2

10 – Writing Focussed 2
Introductory 

activity
Free-flow 1 Focussed 3

Focussed 1,  
Free-flow 1

Free-flow 1 Focussed 2 Focussed 3 Free-flow 1 All Taking it further All All Free-flow 1
Introductory 

activity,  
Focussed 1

Focussed 1 N/A Focussed 4

11 – Numbers  Free-flow 1 Free-flow 1 Free-flow 1 Free-flow 1
Focussed 3,  
Free-flow 1

All
Mathematics 

section
Focussed 2

Introductory 
activity,  

Focussed 1
Focussed 5

Introductory 
activity,  

Free-flow 2
N/A Free-flow 1 Focussed 2 Focussed 1 Focussed 1

Mathematics 
section

Focussed 1, 2 & 
5, Free-flow 2

12 – Shape, Space  
& Measure

All focussed Free-flow 1 Free-flow 1 Focussed 1
Focussed 3,  
Free-flow 1

All Focussed 1 N/A
Introductory 

activity,  
Focussed 2

Focussed 3, 
Free-flow 1, 
Introductory 

activity

Focussed 1,  
Free-flow 2

All, especially 
Focussed 3

Many of the 
activities

Introductory 
activity,  

Focussed 2
Focussed 1 Focussed 1

Focussed 3,  
Free-flow 1 & 2 

Focussed 2,  
Free-flow 3

13 – People &  
Communities

Finding out 
about crops 

grown by people 
in the school 
community

Introductory 
activity

N/A
Introductory 

activity
N/A N/A N/A

Where children 
access 

instruments and 
songs from other 

cultures

Taking it further

Finding out about 
celebrations 

involving light 
from around the 

world

N/A N/A Focussed 4 N/A Focussed 4 All Focussed 

Home/school 
links interviewing 

older family 
members

N/A

14 – The World All growing 
activities

All All
Introductory 

activity
All All Free-flow 1 Free-flow 1

Introductory 
activity 

All Focussed 2 All All
All focussed 

activities
N/A All Focussed 2

Focussed 1, 2, 3 
& 4, Free-flow 3

15 – Technology All growing 
activities

Introductory 
activity

Free-flow 1, 
focussed 1

Focussed 1
Focussed 2 and 

Free-flow 2
Focussed 2, 3, 

5 & 6

Introductory 
activity,  

Focussed 2
Free-flow 2 

Introductory 
activity,  

Taking it further

Introductory 
activity

Taking it further N/A

All activities 
using the range 
of technologies 
used in cooking 

including cookers, 
microwaves, 

timers and mixers

Most activities, 
Expressive  

Arts and Design, 
Introductory 

activity, Taking it 
further

Focussed 1 Focussed 1
All that use 
secondary 
sources

Focussed 2,  
Free-flow 2 

16 – Exploring & Using 
Media & Materials

All growing 
activities

Taking it further
All, especially 

focussed 2
Focussed 1, 
Free-flow 1

Focussed 5 Free-flow 1 & 2 

Expressive  
Arts and Design 

section,  
Free-flow 1

Free-flow 1, 
Taking it further

Focussed 2
Focussed 3 & 4, 
Free-flow 1 & 3

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

section
All Free-flow 3

Expressive Arts 
and Design

Focussed 4 N/A Focussed 3
Focussed 1 & 2, 

Free-flow 3

17 – Being  
Imaginative

Free-flow 2 Free-flow 1 All Free-flow 2 & 3 Focussed 1 & 5 Free-flow 1 & 2 Free-flow 1
Free-flow 1 & 2 
 and Taking it 

further
Free-flow 1 & 2

Focussed 4, 
 Free-flow 1

Free-flow 1 Free-flow 1 Free-flow 1, 2 & 3 Free-flow 1 Focussed 4 Taking it further
All especially 
Focussed 3  

and Free-flow 1
Free-flow 1 & 2
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Early Learning Goals 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

1 – Listening & Attention All All All All
All, especially 

Focussed 2 & 4
All All All All

All, especially 
Focussed 2 & 5

All All
All, especially 
Free-flow 1 

All All All All All

2 – Understanding All All All All
All, especially 

Focussed 2 & 4 
and Free-flow 2

All All All Focussed 2 All All All All All All All All All

3 – Speaking All All All All
All, especially 

Focussed 2 & 4
All All All Focussed 2 All All All All All All Focussed 1 All All

4 – Moving &  
Handling

All Focussed All All Focussed 1 Focussed 5 All
Free-flow 1,  

Physical 
Development 

N/A All
Focussed 3 & 4, 

Free-flow 1

Focussed 1, 
Taking it further, 

Free-flow 2

Focussed 3,  
Free-flow 2

Preparing fruit 
and vegetables is 
a valuable context 
for improving fine 

motor skills

Focussed 2 All Focussed 2 Focussed 3
Focussed 1 & 2, 

Free-flow 1, 2 & 3

5 – Health &  
Self-care

All All All Focussed 1
Introductory 
activity and 
Focussed 3

Focussed 1 & 2 N/A
Health and  

safety
Introductory 

activity
Focussed 3 N/A

All activities 
requiring children 

to go outside
All

All activities, 
especially 

Focussed 2
N/A Focussed 1 & 2 Focussed 1

Focussed 1 & 2, 
Free-flow 1 & 2

6 – Self-confidence  
& Self-awareness

All All All All
All, especially 

Focussed 2 & 4
All All All All All

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

section

All, especially 
Free-flow 
activities

All of the 
activities where 

they taste 
different foods

All All
Focussed 3, 
Free-flow 1

All All

7 – Managing Feelings  
& Behaviour

All free-flow All All All All Free-flow All Free-flow Free-flow 1 All All free-flow Focussed 2 Focussed 2
All, especially 
Focussed 3

All All All Focussed 1 & 2
All activities, 

especially  
Free-flow 1

All Free-flow

8 – Making 
Relationships

All free-flow All All
All activities, 

especially 
cooking

All Free-flow All Free-flow Free-flow 1 All All Free-flow

All, especially 
Introductory 
activity and 
Focussed 2

Free-flow 1
All activities, 

especially 
Focussed 3

All
All activities, 

especially  
Free-flow 1

All Free-flow 1
All activities, 

especially  
Free-flow 1

All Free-flow

9 – Reading All focussed 
Introductory 

activity
Introductory 

activity

Introductory 
activity,  

Focussed 1
Free-flow 1

Introductory 
activity,  

Focussed 4,  
Free-flow 1

Focussed 2 Free-flow 1
Introductory 

activity
Focussed 4

Introductory 
activity

N/A All Focussed 4
Introductory 

activity,  
Focussed 1

N/A N/A
Introductory 

activity, Focussed 
1 & 2, Free-flow 2

10 – Writing Focussed 2
Introductory 

activity
Free-flow 1 Focussed 3

Focussed 1,  
Free-flow 1

Free-flow 1 Focussed 2 Focussed 3 Free-flow 1 All Taking it further All All Free-flow 1
Introductory 

activity,  
Focussed 1

Focussed 1 N/A Focussed 4

11 – Numbers  Free-flow 1 Free-flow 1 Free-flow 1 Free-flow 1
Focussed 3,  
Free-flow 1

All
Mathematics 

section
Focussed 2

Introductory 
activity,  

Focussed 1
Focussed 5

Introductory 
activity,  

Free-flow 2
N/A Free-flow 1 Focussed 2 Focussed 1 Focussed 1

Mathematics 
section

Focussed 1, 2 & 
5, Free-flow 2

12 – Shape, Space  
& Measure

All focussed Free-flow 1 Free-flow 1 Focussed 1
Focussed 3,  
Free-flow 1

All Focussed 1 N/A
Introductory 

activity,  
Focussed 2

Focussed 3, 
Free-flow 1, 
Introductory 

activity

Focussed 1,  
Free-flow 2

All, especially 
Focussed 3

Many of the 
activities

Introductory 
activity,  

Focussed 2
Focussed 1 Focussed 1

Focussed 3,  
Free-flow 1 & 2 

Focussed 2,  
Free-flow 3

13 – People &  
Communities

Finding out 
about crops 

grown by people 
in the school 
community

Introductory 
activity

N/A
Introductory 

activity
N/A N/A N/A

Where children 
access 

instruments and 
songs from other 

cultures

Taking it further

Finding out about 
celebrations 

involving light 
from around the 

world

N/A N/A Focussed 4 N/A Focussed 4 All Focussed 

Home/school 
links interviewing 

older family 
members

N/A

14 – The World All growing 
activities

All All
Introductory 

activity
All All Free-flow 1 Free-flow 1

Introductory 
activity 

All Focussed 2 All All
All focussed 

activities
N/A All Focussed 2

Focussed 1, 2, 3 
& 4, Free-flow 3

15 – Technology All growing 
activities

Introductory 
activity

Free-flow 1, 
focussed 1

Focussed 1
Focussed 2 and 

Free-flow 2
Focussed 2, 3, 

5 & 6

Introductory 
activity,  

Focussed 2
Free-flow 2 

Introductory 
activity,  

Taking it further

Introductory 
activity

Taking it further N/A

All activities 
using the range 
of technologies 
used in cooking 

including cookers, 
microwaves, 

timers and mixers

Most activities, 
Expressive  

Arts and Design, 
Introductory 

activity, Taking it 
further

Focussed 1 Focussed 1
All that use 
secondary 
sources

Focussed 2,  
Free-flow 2 

16 – Exploring & Using 
Media & Materials

All growing 
activities

Taking it further
All, especially 

focussed 2
Focussed 1, 
Free-flow 1

Focussed 5 Free-flow 1 & 2 

Expressive  
Arts and Design 

section,  
Free-flow 1

Free-flow 1, 
Taking it further

Focussed 2
Focussed 3 & 4, 
Free-flow 1 & 3

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

section
All Free-flow 3

Expressive Arts 
and Design

Focussed 4 N/A Focussed 3
Focussed 1 & 2, 

Free-flow 3

17 – Being  
Imaginative

Free-flow 2 Free-flow 1 All Free-flow 2 & 3 Focussed 1 & 5 Free-flow 1 & 2 Free-flow 1
Free-flow 1 & 2 
 and Taking it 

further
Free-flow 1 & 2

Focussed 4, 
 Free-flow 1

Free-flow 1 Free-flow 1 Free-flow 1, 2 & 3 Free-flow 1 Focussed 4 Taking it further
All especially 
Focussed 3  

and Free-flow 1
Free-flow 1 & 2


